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Peo-Taz News 

November 2025 
A BROTHERHOOD AIMED TOWARD EDUCATION 
The mission of A.B.A.T.E. OF ILLINOIS IS TO PRESERVE THE UNIVERSAL 
RIGHT TO A SAFE, UNRESTRICTED MOTORCYCLING ENVIORNMENT, AND 
PROPOSE AND ADVOCATE ACTIONS THAT CAN BE TAKEN BY ELECTED    

OFFICIALS TO PROTECT AND CONSERVE THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND ENSURE THROUGH PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT 

THAT SUSTAINABLE USE, RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND  
ENJOYMENT OF THESE RESOURCES IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS AND FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. 
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2025 PEO-TAZ OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT DAVE SALTER II  309-989-2225 wildnaƟve1973@yahoo.com 

VICE PRESIDENT  RANDY PUGH  309-208-4701  vp@peo-taz.com 

SECRETARY KAY BERNSTEIN  309-363-3433 bernsteinc31@gmail.com 

TREASURER SUSAN SALTER  309-472-6901 susankahoun@hotmail.com 

LEGISLATIVE  
REPRESENTATIVE   

PATRICK WOOD   309-373-3864 hdstyle97@yahoo.com 

SAFETY & EDUCATOIN 
COORDINATOR 

DUSTY DIBBLER  309-256-7758 dabd87@sbcglobal.net 

MEMBERSHIP/
SPONSORSHIP DIRECTOR 

SHANNON JOHN-
SON  

309-657-7266 hippiebikerbabe@yahoo.com   

PUBLIC RELATIONS                                      TAMI CHRISTIAN 309-231-0800 imtami75@yahoo.com 

ATTENDANCE DIRECTOR BRENDA LANE  309-370-7000 bren-
dalane4760@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN BEN MADIGAN   309-645-0738 benandpam75@comcast.net 

WEBMASTER RANDY PUGH 309-208-4701 vp@peo-taz.com 

PRODUCTS DIRECTOR TERESA WOOD  309-369-0624 teresaor-
dazwood67@yahoo.com 

NEWSLETTER DIRECTOR NICK CHRISTIAN 309-224-3085 nchris91@yahoo.com 

SERGEANT at ARMS Open   

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR Open   



 

3 

 

 

 

2025 PEO-TAZ CALENDAR 
Event Date Place Time 

Monthly Meeting Jan 5th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting Feb 2nd VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting March 2nd VFW post 3883  1:30pm  

ABATE of IL Swap Meet March 16th Orr Building Springfield  
Legislative Day  March 19th Floyd’s Thirst Parlor, Springfield 8:00am 

ABATE 3 Chapter CookoƯ March 22nd VFW post 3883  Reg by 4:30pm 
Monthly Meeting April 6th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  

ABATE Freedom Rally May 4th Ride to Springfield TBD 
Monthly Meeting June 1st VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting July 13th North Pekin Amvets Post 169, 660 Radio City Dr 1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting August 3rd VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting Sept 7th VFW post 3883 1:30pm 
Monthly Meeting Oct 5th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  

Monthly Meeting Nov 2nd VFW post 3883  
1:30pm (Quarter 
Auction Follows) 

Monthly Meeting Dec7th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  

VFW POST 3883  
4518 S Lafayette Ave, Bartonville, IL 61607 

1:30PM 
Members please bring a friend to a meeƟng. 

 
Not a member?  Please join us at a meeƟng we would love to meet 
you and answer any quesƟons you have about ABATE of Illinois and 

our Peo-Taz chapter. 
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Peo-Taz ABATE will soon be conducƟon Officer ElecƟons. Below are leƩers of in-
tent for those seeking posiƟon.: 

· Teresa Wood for Products Director: I have been taking care of this side of 
the business for a few years now and would like to keep it moving forward. 
Thank you 

· Tami ChrisƟan for Public RelaƟons: I have learned a lot during my first year 
in this posiƟon. I have never met a stranger and have no issues reaching out 
to the members of the community. I am excited for the chance to improve on 
using the resources available and finding new resources over the next year if 
you allow it.  

· Shannon “WhaƩheheckamIthinking” Johnson for Membership: I am doing 
it, been doing it. However, due to medical issues this may be my last term as 
I've been informed that I have a habit of over doing it. So, if you're interested 
in this posiƟon, would be happy to slowly show someone the ropes.  

· Patrick J Wood (Woody) for LegislaƟve RepresentaƟve: I don't think I need 
to explain that at this point. But if someone feels I must, I will entertain that 
at that Ɵme.  

· Brenda Lane for AƩendance: I've done it for the last five years.  

There are several Officer PosiƟons available. If you have interest in any of 
these open posiƟons, please contact a Peo-Taz ABATE Officer (contact infor-
maƟon on page 2). 

PosiƟons available: Vice President; Secretary; Products; Membership; State 
Rep/LegislaƟve;  Public RelaƟons, AƩendance; AcƟviƟes Director; Sergeant at 
Arms 
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President 
DAVE SALTER 

Hello everyone it's geƫng colder and there is sƟll Ɵme to ride and get some miles down. 
Abate is always fighƟng for motorcycle rights and safety.  With all the construcƟon around 
the area be aware of the uneven roads, gravel , sand, plus keeping the speed down through 
construcƟon sights. For those of you geƫng the bikes ready for storage, yeah I know I said 
that horrific word storage, it's the perfect Ɵme to go over your bike front to back to make 
there isn't any surprises when your ready to get it out for a ride. Watch out for all the 
ghouls and goblins for Halloween and then it goes to stray 
turkeys. This Ɵme of year the other threat is deer, be alert and 
keep the speed down at night just incase. Well that's all for 
now keep the rubber side down and keep your knees in the 
wind. Stay safe. 
 
-Dave Salter 

CURRENT BILLS ABATE IS INVOLVED IN THAT AFFECT BIKERS: 

· Riders Safety program bill or Illinois Senate Bill 2075, was signed into law 
in August 2025 with no opposiƟon and with all yes votes. This bill 
expanded and improved motorcycle safety training across the state by 
establishing statewide standards, increasing the number of training 
providers beyond the sole exisƟng center, and making courses more 
accessible and affordable for licensed residents aged 16 and older.   

· “Dead Red” law now applies to all of Illinois, this allows for a bicycle or 
motorcyclist to proceed through a red light if it fails to change aŌer two 
minutes. This is because smaller vehicles might not have enough pass to 
trigger the magneƟc bands in the road.   

· Helmet law is coming again next session. State RepresentaƟve Hoan Huynh 
introduced a 2025 helmet bill, which was re-referred to the Rules 
CommiƩee. Daniel Didech had introduced a similar bill in 2024.  
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YOUR AD 
HERE! 

Contact us at: 
 

 PeoTaznews@gmail.com  
 

for details. 
Thank you 
sponsors! 
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I want to thank everyone for the incredible effort put into this chapter. It’s inspiring to see how 
effecƟvely we’re using our resources and funds. Producing and mailing the newsleƩers each month 
takes a lot of dedicaƟon, and I truly appreciate the work behind it. Even small contribuƟons make a big 
difference—like the empty ink cartridges given to me, which are recycled and help reduce supply costs. 

Our efforts have a direct and posiƟve impact on the chapter’s 
finances. It’s encouraging to see us doing well with the fundraising 
acƟviƟes , like our quarter aucƟon,  that is not only fun but also 
profitable. 

I’m proud to play a small part in helping us move forward in a 
posiƟve direcƟon. –Susan Salter 

Treasurer 
SUSAN SALTER 

DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION (MRF)! 

“RETURN OF THE MAC” 

This week, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) announced the reformation of the Motorcyclist Advisory Council (MAC). This 

comes a little over a month after board members received letters terminating their place on the MAC. While the designated membership 

categories for the Council remain the same as prescribed in federal law, the DOT has required that all 13 seats be refilled with new 

nominations. 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is proud to announce that it will once again support MRF Vice President Jay Jackson for the seat 

reserved for a national motorcyclist foundation. Jay has been a tireless advocate for riders nationwide, as proven by his selection to serve on 

the MAC last year. 

The MRF is disappointed that the DOT chose to reshuffle the Council and remove already seated members. Stability and continuity are vital 

to ensuring the MAC can effectively advise the DOT on issues impacting riders. While this decision is frustrating, the MRF is determined to 

fight for Jay’s reappointment and ensure the motorcyclist community continues to be represented by strong, experienced leadership. 

The nomination process is moving more quickly than in past years, with an accelerated deadline of October 20th. The MRF will be working 

closely with our state partners and allies to secure the necessary letters of support to reinforce Jay’s candidacy. 

The restoration of the MAC is a critical moment for all riders. With issues like infrastructure, roadway design, and autonomous vehicle 

technology on the horizon, it is essential that the motorcyclist community has a seat at the table. The MRF remains committed to ensuring 

your voice is heard in Washington, D.C., and we will fight to see Jay Jackson has a spot on this important council. 
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216 MarqueƩe Street 
Creve Coeur , Illinois 61610 
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Howdy all! Ma and I got to go on the Blue BuƩ run again this year and with our tour guides Mike and Roe we finally 
some good riding Ɵme in. It was nice to enjoy our right to ride. Ya know that thing we all fight all year long for. 
 
As of October 1st 2025 we have 140 acƟve members. 
 
We have our Gun/cash raffle going on. They are 10.00 a chance only 100 chances sold winners choice either a Taurus 
38 revolver with a box of ammo (must have valid foid card) or $500.00 cash. Must be 18 years old. Chances are sold 
at meeƟng or you can contact me directly. 
 
Immediately following our November meeƟng will be our 8th annual quarter 
aucƟon. Please see the flyer in this month’s newsleƩer for more informaƟon. 
This is always a good Ɵme and we have had some awesome donaƟons. This is 
one of our biggest fundraisers of the year. Please come and join in on the fun. 
You are bound to find some wonderful items. 
 
Members due in November: Timothy Bunnell , Stephen Madden , Kerry 
Willey 
 
Thank you and have a Groovy Day! - Shannon 

Membership 
SHANNON JOHNSON 

DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION (MRF)! 

“Federal Government Shutdown” 

As of Wednesday, at midnight, the federal government has officially shut down. While many agencies and 
offices are impacted, the Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon (MRF) wants our members to know that our advocacy 
efforts conƟnue. 

Congressional offices remain open, though many are operaƟng with limited staff. The MRF team is sƟll engaging 
with Members of Congress and their staff to make sure the prioriƟes of the motorcycling community remain on 
the table, even during this period of disrupƟon. 

At the U.S. Department of TransportaƟon, criƟcal safety and regulatory funcƟons conƟnue, but other areas, 
including infrastructure grants, research, and many administraƟve programs are paused unƟl funding is 
restored. 

While this shutdown creates challenges, the MRF remains commiƩed to advancing motorcyclists’ interests in 
Washington, D.C. We will conƟnue to work with the government employees who are sƟll on the job and will be 
ready to move full speed ahead when the shutdown ends. 

The right to be heard in our naƟon’s capital does not shut down and the MRF will never stop fighƟng for the 
freedom and safety of America’s riders. 
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DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION 

“2026 LegislaƟve Agenda” 

In September, at the 2025 Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon’s (MRF) 41st Annual MeeƟng of the Minds Conference held in 
Shreveport, LA, a legislaƟve strategy session was hosted by the MRF’s LegislaƟve CommiƩee. The purpose of the session was to 
establish and prioriƟze the MRF’s 2026 Federal LegislaƟve Agenda. LegislaƟve issues fall into one of three priority categories: high, 
medium and monitor. This list remains fluid and may be adapted depending on the issue or poliƟcal environment. 

Below is a brief descripƟon of just the top 12 issues on the MRF’s 2026 agenda listed as “High Priority.” The January 2026 issue of 
the American Biker Journal will have more details on each of these High Priority issues, as well as the full list of an addiƟonal 12 
prioriƟes that fall in the “Medium” or “Monitor” classificaƟon. As a reminder, all MRF members receive a copy of the American 
Biker Journal with their membership. If you're not a member of the MRF, click the buƩon below to join and support our work in 
Washington, D.C. toward freedom and safety for street motorcyclists. The 2026 Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon LegislaƟve High 
PrioriƟes List includes: 

· Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate and monitor any legislaƟon or regulaƟons related to motorcycles concerning connected and 
autonomous vehicles. 

· Crash Avoidance: ConƟnue to promote the theme of crash avoidance versus safer crashing, urging the NaƟonal Highway 
Traffic Safety AdministraƟon (NHTSA) and the U.S. Department of TransportaƟon (DOT) to focus on crash prevenƟon and 
support rider educaƟon by providing funding and other resources. 

· Data Recording: Pursue legislaƟve language that any collected or available vehicle data is the property of the consumer and in 
which the consumer has the choice of whether to opt-in to having their personal data communicated to interested parƟes. 

· DefiniƟon of a Motorcycle: Educate policymakers and advocate for change to the current definiƟon that beƩer reflects the 
current two and three-wheel motorcycle landscape. 

· Emission RegulaƟons: Engage the Environmental ProtecƟon Agency (EPA) & Congress on any acƟvity related to motorcycle 
emission regulaƟons. 

· Helmet Laws/Equipment Mandates: Oppose any mandatory federal helmet or personal protecƟve equipment/apparel 
mandates. 

· Internal CombusƟon Engines: Work to ensure the survival of internal combusƟon engines. 

· Profiling: Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of resoluƟons or legislaƟon that promote awareness and the prohibiƟon of 
motorcyclist profiling. 

· Renewable Fuels: Advocate for targeted changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). 

· Right to Repair/Modify: Protect and advocate for “Right to Repair” provisions that allow consumers the ability to repair and 
modify their motorcycles. 

· Surface TransportaƟon ReauthorizaƟon (Highway Bill): Advocate and pursue legislaƟve efforts related to the next highway bill 
reauthorizaƟon (the current act is set to expire in 2026). 

· Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: Monitor and ensure that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific and unique 
category or classificaƟon. 

Remember, a full list of all 24 items on the legislaƟve agenda with further details will be included in your January issue of the 
American Biker Journal. Thank you for supporƟng the MRF. It’s Ɵme to get to work! 
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TIRES. What do you know about your Ɵres? Did you know that you should replace your Ɵres every six years? 
Did you know that there is a four-digit number on your Ɵre that tells you when they were made? Did you 
know you should use the same Ɵre gauge ever Ɵme? The two tools that you should have is one, a good Ɵre 
gauge dial, sƟck gauges are good but the dial ones are beƩer, two a Ɵre tread gauge. They do make a combo 
gauge that makes it easier. 

There are three things you should know about your Ɵres.  

· ONE: Always check your Ɵre pressure when the Ɵres are cold, warm Ɵres give false readings due to the 
expansion of the air when it warms up. DO NOT keep your Ɵre pressures at the max pressure that's 
marked on the Ɵre, go off what your manual tells you to use. 

· TWO: Check your Ɵre tread depth. Do not check the tread depth at the 
triangles on the side walls of the Ɵre but check at the opposite side of the 
triangles. Use a good Ɵre tread gauge. Tire tread should be above 3/30 
seconds, if at it is at 3/30 seconds or below replace the Ɵres immediately. 
The reason for the tread depth is to get the water to flow away from the Ɵre. 

· THREE: Make sure your Ɵres are round. I know, HEY DUMBASS, all Ɵres are 
round, but are they? I know the ILLINOIS roads are perfect but occasional we 
all hit a pothole. AŌer you hit a few guess what happens to your rims, a nick 
here, a dimple there and a few loose spokes. The best way to test for a loose 
spoke is to play the drums on each and every spoke and when one sounds 
flat you have a loose spoke. I promise 
you will hear the difference. I strongly 
recommend having a cerƟfied mechanic 
repair them. Your back Ɵre is the one 
that usually gets loose spokes due to 
hard acceleraƟon and the torque that 
the back Ɵre receives. 

That's all I have this month, enjoy the last 
few days of riding and be safe. 

Dusty Dibler - Safety & EducaƟon 
Coordinator 

Safety & Education 
DUSTY DRIBLER 



 

18 

DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION 

“Senate Confirms NHTSA Administrator” 

Last week, the U.S. Senate confirmed Jonathan Morrison to serve as Administrator of the NaƟonal Highway Traffic Safety 
AdministraƟon (NHTSA). Morrison is the first Senate-confirmed leader of the agency since 2022. 

This confirmaƟon comes at a pivotal moment for transportaƟon safety. NHTSA is responsible for overseeing dozens of open 
invesƟgaƟons into potenƟal defects in cars and trucks, including several high-profile cases involving Tesla. However, more 
importantly for the Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon (MRF), Morrison will lead the federal government’s efforts to craŌ 
regulaƟons for autonomous vehicles (AVs). 

At his July confirmaƟon hearing, Morrison told lawmakers that NHTSA “cannot sit back and wait for problems to arrive with 
such developing technologies.” He emphasized the need for federal rules to accelerate the deployment of self-driving cars. 
While the MRF agrees that strong leadership is needed in this area, we remain vigilant to ensure that “rapid deployment” 
does not come at the expense of motorcyclist safety. 

For years, the MRF has warned that automated driving systems too oŌen fail to properly detect and respond to motorcycles. 
This is not a hypotheƟcal risk, it’s a real-world danger when tesƟng and regulaƟons are wriƩen without motorcyclists in 
mind. As the naƟon’s top auto safety regulator, Morrison will have a direct hand in determining whether motorcycles are 
prioriƟzed in tesƟng protocols, data collecƟon, and performance standards for AVs. 

The MRF will closely monitor NHTSA’s next steps and conƟnue to make the case in Washington that the safety of 
motorcyclists must never be overlooked in the rush to roll out self-driving technology. Policymakers, industry leaders, and 
regulators need to hear from riders across the country. Your conƟnued support ensures that the MRF can keep fighƟng for 
your right to ride free and safe, no maƩer what new technologies emerge on America’s roads. 
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The Roving Reporter 
 

Let’s ask perƟnent quesƟons today; Are you a fair weather rider? Why did you join the ABATE 
organizaƟon? Do you wear a helmet? Do you wear long pants when riding your motorcycle? Do you 
wear boots that covers your ankle? How about gloves? None of the above? Well it’s a maƩer of 
Ɵme when these quesƟons will be brought up in the Halls of Congress and then what are you going 
to do to stop from being legislated into submission? These are just quesƟons folks, it’s sƟll up to 
you to help yourself and your fellow motorcycle enthusiast to avoid the piƞalls of government 
interference. Be a part of this organizaƟon not just a name on the roster. 

Right now there are posiƟons within your Chapter that are up for elecƟon; the list is Vice President, 
Secretary, Products, Membership, State Rep/LegislaƟve, Public RelaƟons and AƩendance. If any of 
these posiƟons peak your interest file a leƩer of intent and the elecƟons will be next month. You 
say you don’t exactly know what the job enƟtles, try going to our website or call Shannon Johnson 
for a copy of the job descripƟon. Easy Peasey. 

In January there will be reading of our highlighted By-Laws to keep you abreast of any changes or 
needed changes. 

To all the people who have stepped up over the years in protecƟng our rights as motorcyclists; I 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION to the motorcycling community. 

 We had a speaker that involved your well being, it had to do with cancer screening, specificity 
colon cancer. Instead of first having a colonoscopy or doing a color guard test, why not have a blood 
test? Yes a blood test. There has been discussion that was opened up to have a tesƟng done aŌer 
one of our meeƟngs. For more informaƟon about this procedure contact:  

ScreeningBilling@GuardantHealth.com or call 1-855-722-7335. Now you have the informaƟon 
needed to safe guard your health. Don’t waste it! 

Your Roving Reporter 

PS: This will be my last arƟcle for the next 6 months unless someone else decides to write. I’m 
spending my winter months in a warmer climate. See you in the Spring! 
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Monthly Drawing 
To Qualify: 

You must be an active Peo-Taz member and you must be at the meeting. 
Board members are included.  

 
 
 
 

The October 2025 drawing was held on Oct 5th  
at the monthly meeting. Adam Smith, we drew 

your name and you weren’t here. Sorry Adam you 
missed out on $130 dollars. The November pot 

will be worth $140! 
 

 

Remember you must be present to win. 
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Get your leathers out! Fall is here! Don't let the chill in the air keep you from geƫng 
that much needed "wind therapy" when you can bundle up and ride comfortably. 
Pam and I started riding in 1968 when we were just teenagers!  We've had many 
bikes since then and have come a long way from the Yamaha 80cc I started out on 
back then!  I sƟll love riding and will keep riding as long as I can! I make it a point to 
say a short prayer before leaving on every ride and ask the Lord to keep me safe! 
He's faithful! BeƩer days are yet ahead! "Fasten your seat belts and enjoy the ride” 
 
Love you all! Be safe! Ben and Pam  

Chaplain 
BEN MADIGAN 
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VETS HELPING VETS 
 
We are a 501c3 non-profit foundaƟon that repairs and gives power 
chairs/scooters to those who cannot afford them. AŌer 9 years of 
work, we have delivered 1,198 scooters. We have assisted repairing 
over 6,000. Your generous donaƟons are allowing us to conƟnue our 
mission. We are accepƟng monetary donaƟons or power chairs/
scooters equipment, any condiƟon.  

 

Our quarterly quarter aucƟon at VFW Peoria Heights #2602, doors 
open at 5 pm, first drawing at 6:30 pm first Wed: (March 5, June 4, Sept 
3, and Dec 3, 2025). Newcomers get 2 free numbers. 
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A.B.A.T.E. needs YOU! 
Call to Action 

 
There are more owners of motorcycles, atv’s and dirt 

bikes than ever before. However, our membership state 
wide is lower than it has been in a decade. 

WHO WILL FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS? 
When Trailer plate prices were raised by 555% 

A.B.A.T.E. was the only organization that addressed it. 
A.B.A.T.E. is ever vigilant on keeping Illinois a helmet 

by choice state. ( Illinois vs Freis ) 

Peo-Taz membership meetings are held at the VFW, 4518 S Lafayette Ave  
Bartonville, IL on the first Sunday Each Month at 1:30pm. 

See us on the web! 

peo-taz.com 

Is your membership expiraƟon date highlighted?    
If it is, Renew Today! 

If you would prefer to receive your 
Peo-Taz NewsleƩer electronically via 

email, it would greatly help the    
chapter!  Please email us at  
PeoTazNews@gmail.com.  

Your informaƟon will NOT be shared! 
Thank you! 

 


